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PREFACE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

You  will  see  from  the  following  Report  that  there  is  still  a tremen- 
dous amount  of  Public  Health  work  which  this  Council  administers, 
and  its  Officers  carry  out;  and  very  important  work  too.  There  is 
much  more  we  can  do  in  this  respect;  one  should  never  lose  sight  of  the 
true  and  original  functions  for  which  the  post  of  a Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  first  created,  and  around  which  the  whole  department  was 
built  up;  viz.  : the  true,  preventive  aspect  of  Medicine. 

I would  w ith  great  respect  refer  Members  not  only  to  “facts  and 
figures"  known  as  statistics,  in  the  following  pages,  but  to  certain  of 
my  own  remarks  under  "Social  Conditions”,  and  also  to  certain 
very  able  remarks  and  recommendations  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors in  their  reports;  and  I would  suggest  that  certain  of  these  matters 
have  already  been  too  long  delayed. 

1 am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  ISLVVYN  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District 

Population  1931  Census  25,908;  1951  (estimated) 

Number  of 

Inhabited  Houses  1931  Census  5,551;  1951  (estimated) 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate 

Occupiers  1931  Census,  5,795;  1951  (estimated) 

Rateable  Value  of  District  after  De-rating  at  3/13/1950  . 

Sum  produced  by  Penny  Rate  ...  at  31/3/1950 

% 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  estimated  population  is  very  little  more  than  in  the  year  1938; 
the  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  far  greater  : the  number  of  people 
requiring  houses  (both  Council  and  private)  is  simply  astounding 
compared  to  pre-war  years.  Why  ? Going  around  the  area  as  I do, 
I cannot  help  feeling  impressed  by  the  changing  aspect  of  the  country- 
side. No  one  can  deny  that  a tremendous  number  of  houses  have 
been  put  up  since  the  end  of  the  war;  but  still  the  great  need  is  for 
more  and  more  houses.  Whence  comes  this  great  demand?  Some 
believe,  it  is  due  to  a different  attitude  of  mind  in  young  married  people 
in  that  they  no  longer  are  content  to  share  their  parents’  home.  If  this 
be  so,  it  is  in  my  view,  a very  proper  state  of  mind.  1 have  always 
maintained  that  the  housing  question  is  of  paramount  importance,  not 
onlv  as  regards  physical  health,  r.g.  its  relationship  to  tuberculosis 
has  too  often  been  stressed  to  be  overlooked,  but  in  mental  health, 
friendly  and  marital  relationship  and  happiness,  and  this  in  turn  both 
physically  and  mentally  has,  indeed  must  have,  a profound  influence 
on  the  daily  work  of  an  individual;  taking  a broad  view,  this  multiplied 
many  times,  in  time,  has  an  effect  on  the  output  of  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


18,433  acres 
25,510 

6,454 

7,277 

£87,596 

£325 


I am  of  the  opinion  that  in  view  ol  the  terrific  housing  shortage, 
the  Council  should  go  slowly  on  the  actual  demolition  of  condemned 
houses;  in  as  much  as  a poor,  sub-standard  house  (provided  it  is  not 
positively  dangerous)  is  better  than  overcrowding  or  no  house  at  all. 

The  district  except  perhaps,  for  its  mountain  tops,  is  rapidly  losing 
large  tracts  of  its  best  agricultural  land.  Houses  and  factories  are 
springing  up  everywhere.  The  long  term  loss  will  be  greater  still,  so  1 
am  informed,  in  that  various  bodies  such  as  the  County  Council  have 
earmarked  large  acreages  of  land  for  schools,  health  centres,  etc. — 
land,  which  not  only,  will  not  be  called  on  for  some  considerable  time 
but  seems  unnecessarily  large  for  the  purposes  intended. 


I would  now  like  to  turn  to  a very  important  part  of  the  duties  of 
District  Council,  and  that  is  the.  control  of  infectious  diseases.  Duri  ng 
the  year,  we  have  been  singularly  fortunate,  except  in  that  there  has 
been  a large  number  of  measles  cases;  but  the  deaths  wefe  nil.  I would 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  need  of  sending  all  infectious  disease  cases 
w here  there  are  lung  complications  to  hospital  (such  as  measles, whooping 
cough  and_  pneumonia  itself),  as  a preventive  measure  against  other 
members  of  the  family  contracting  it,  and  developing  respiratory 
complications,  which  after  all  are  the  great  killing  causes  of  these 
disease^.  This  is,  of  course,  especially  important  when  there  are 
young  children  in  the  home. 

A word  in  passing  on  puerperal  fever  and  maternal  deaths — now 
happily  so  rare.  Very  few  of  us  are  too  young  not  to  remember  the 
toll -which  puerperal  fever  took  of  motherhood;  and  the  great  dread 
one  had  of  this  disease.  But  Medical  Science  has  almost  done  away 
with  this  fear.  How  great  a thing  would  it  be  if  we  could  remove 
another  great  dread  in  the  minds  of  most  people,  viz.  : Cancer  ! 

There  are  other  matters  of  general  Public  interest  that  I think  we 
as  a Public  Health  Authority  should  interest  ourselves  in — an  expansion 
of  the  conception  of  preventive  and  sanitary  medicine;  together  with 
an  appreciation  of  the  aesthetic  sides  of  the  industrial  problems. 

• 

I will  refer  briefly  to  the  question  of  road  casualties.  Is  not  this — 
the  killing,  maiming  and  wounding  of  people  on  the  roads  a matter  of 
Public  Health?  You  may  say,  “but  we  have  our  Road  Safety  Com- 
mittees, we  have  our  Posters  and  Slogans,  etc.”  True,  but  westillhave 
our  deaths  and  injuries— we  still  have  our  bottle-neck  roads,  our 
blind  corners,  our  already  good  and  fairly  “safe”  roads  improved  at 
the  expense  of  the  less-used  roads  which  latter  are  often  far  more 
dangerous. 

Another  matter  of  great  importance  in  my  view  is  the  state  of  our 
rivers  and  streams.  There  is  no  reason  why  all  such  water  courses 
should  not  be  clean.  The  days  of  emptying  crude  sewage  and  crude 
industrial  waste  into  our  beautiful  streams  have  gone,  or  should  have 
gone  ; there  is  no  reason  why  coal-  tippings  should  be  tolerated  any 
longer;  there  is  still  less  reason  why  household  and  shop  refuse  and 
garbage  should  be  allowed  to  be  thrown  openly  and  irresponsibly  into 
them,  as  is  still  being  done.  Such  stuff  can  be  seen  on  the  river  banks 
and  in  the  water.  Travelling  by  train  from  Pontypridd  and  Cardiff, 
one  cannot  fail  to  notice  these  dumps  on  the  banks  of  the  Taff. 

I,  here,  refer  to  the  question  of  foods  and  the  vigilance  of  various 
inspectors  (including  your  own)  in  looking  after  and  taking  samples  of 
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food,  with  the  view  of  maintaining  its  quality.  Of  course,  it  is  inevitable 
that  some  unfit  food  must  slip  through  from  time  to  time. 

I have  often  mentioned  in  past  Reports,  both  Annual  and  Monthly, 
the  importance  of  getting  privately  slaughtered  pigs  examined  by  our 
Sanitary  Inspectors  after  killing.  A number  of  pig-owners  voluntarily 
take  this  course,  but  the  majority  do  not;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a 
relatively  large  amount  of  unfit  meat  (chiefly  from  tuberculous  infected 
carcases)  is,  in  this  way,  circulated  to  a limited  public. 

The  manufacture  and  "purity”  of  ice-cream  has  attained  a high 
degree  of  importance  for  some  years;  as  will  be  seen  by  the  thought, 
anil  legislation  given  to  this  subject.  Some  standard,  of  purity  has 
been  attempted;  but  it  is  impossible  (so  far)  to  get  a “pure”  ice-croam. 
Control  of  its  manufacture  and  sale  has  also  been  the  matter  of  legisla- 
tion, in  order  to  try  and  secure  the  best  conditions  up  to  the  time  it  is 
consumed  bv  the  public.  A register  of  Manufacturers  and  Retailers 
is  kept  in  the  Council  Offices.  Premises  and  means  of  manufacture 
and  place  of  retailing  are  inspected,  and  samples  are  taken  for  laboratory 
testing  from  time  to  time. 

i 

W ith  regard  to  the  Service  of  Food  and  Drink  to  the  Public  in 
places  of  public  consumption,  such  as  restaurants  and  public  houses, 
much  more  might  be  done  to  ensure  cleanliness  of  handlers  and 
utensils,  which  are  unfortunately  too  often  dangerously  dirty. 

Brietl\  I would  mention  the  matter  of  putting  all  private  houses 
on  the  water  and  sewage  mains  wherever  possible.  The  too  long 
delayed  question  of  sewage  disposal  at  Cross  Inn  and  other  places 
should  be  dealt  with  without  further  delay. 

With  regard  to  those  subsidiary  water  supplies  which  are  in  no  way 
pre-treated  (such  as  the  Fair  View  supply)  1 do  not  feel  too  happy. 
Although  we  never  (as  far  as  I am  aware)  have  had  any  trouble,  one 
cannot  depend  on  continual  good  fortune. 

The  remarks  of  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  aluminium  houses 
might  be  given  a thought. 

Many  people  have  been  keenly  conscious  of  the  dirty  state  of  our 
highways  for  some  considerable*  time;  in  fact,  since  the  beginning 
of  the  late  war.  When  I came  here  first  I was  rather  struck  with  one 
aspect  ol  the  district,  in  that  the  roads  were  very  clean  and  almost  free 
Irom  litter.  Now  it  is  entirely  reversed — used  bus-tickets,  old  fish 
and  chip  greased  paper  and  etc.,  are  left  where  they  are  thrown  to  be 
blown  about  by  the  wind  anywhere.  This  rubbish  is  often  blown 
into  people’s  gardens,  doorways  and  open  windows. 

The  dust  from  the  Upper  Boat  Electrical  works  is  still  a source  of 
nuisance  to  the  people  of  Llantwit  Fardre. 


Live  Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

239 

220 

....  .459 

8 

9 

17 

247 

229 

....  476 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  total  number  of  births  that  took 
place  during  the  year,  the  number  was  476  against  469  for  1949.  This 
gives  a birth  rate  of  18’66  live  births  per  1,000  population  against 
18.8  for  1949. 


Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

3 


Female 

5 

1 


Total 
r 8 
1 


The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  27.9  which  is  a decrease 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  the  rate  for  1949  being  29.8. 


Premature  Infants  (Circ.  20/44  (Wales),  22nd  March,  1944) 

The  following  premature  babies  were  notified  during  the  year  (i.e., 
birth  weight  of  5^  lbs.  or  under) : — 


Number  born  at 

home 

15 

Number  born  in 

Hospital 

25 

40 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Deaths  

188 

...  134 

....  322 

Number  of  deaths  occuring 

in  Institutions 

33 

22 

55 

The  general  Death  rate  has  increased  slightly  from  the  previous 
year,  being  12.6  against  11.7  for  1949. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

4 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

16 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

8 

3 

11 

It  will  he  seen  that  out  of  a total  of  16  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year,  1 1 occurred  under  four  weeks. 


Relative  Death  Rates 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  28.32 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  176.4 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  33.61 


Tuberculous  Death  Rate 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  number  14  against  14  for  1949 
making  a rate  in  relation  to  total  deaths  of  46.4  per  1,000  deaths, 
against  48.7  for  the  previous  year. 


Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases  was  56  for  1950  against  39  for  the  previous  year, 
making  a rate  in  relation  to  total  deaths  of  173.9  per  1,000  deaths 
against  135  for  1949. 


Cancer  Death  Rate 

The  deaths  from  cancer  number  41  against  45  for  the  previous 
year  making  a rate  in  relation  to  total  deaths  of  126.7  per  1,000  deaths 
against  157.1  for  the  previous  year. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  under  review. 


Deaths  from  the  Commoner  Infectious  Diseases 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


DISEASE. 
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Atelectasis 
Bronco.  Pneumonia 
Convulsions 
Debility 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Haematemesis 
Inspiration  of  vomit 
in  a subject  with  a 
uni  lateral  kidney 
Marasmus  .... 
Misadventure 
Pink’  Disease 
Pneumonia 
Prematurity 
Subarachnoid 
Haemorrhage 
White  Asphyxia 


Totals 
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The  following  table  represents  abnormalities 
which  are  included  but  not  mentioned 
in  the  causes  of  death  given  above. 

Congenital  Abnormalities 


12 


Congenital  Broncho- 
Mediastinal  Fistula 

1 



— 

— 

Totals 

1 

- 

— 

— 

5 

2 

16 


II 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1950 
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42.120 

37.270 

1.090 

18.060 

18,420 

11,400 

25.620 

32.650 

112,300 

England  and  Wales 

Administrative  County  

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts  

Health  Division  Constituent  Districts 

Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  . . Aberdare  Urban  

Mountain  Ash  Urban  . . 
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Neath  and  District  ..  Neath  Municipal  Borough 

Neath  Rural 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  ..  Pontypridd  Urban  

Llantrisant  Rural 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwc  Glyncorrwg  Urban  

Port  Talbot  Municipal  Borough 

South-East  Glamorgan  . . Barry  Municipal  Borough 

Cardiff  Rural 

Cowbridge  Municipal  Borough 
Cowbridge  Rural 
Penarth  Urban 

West  Glamorgan  . . . . Gower  Rural 

Llwchwr  Urban 
Pontardawe  Rural 

Rhondda  . . . . . . . . Rhondda  Urban 

12 


TOTAL  DEATHS 


Causes  of  Death  according  to  Registrar-General’s  Report. 

Male  Female 

All  Causes  188  134 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  4 8 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  1 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough  — - 1 

Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ..  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 5 5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  — 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  — 2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 10  10 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  — 1 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .....  18  24 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  26  5 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  10  2 

Other  Heart  Disease  18  21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  8 4 

Influenza — 1 

Pneumonia  6 6 

Bronchitis  14  7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 1 1 2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  3 1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  — ■ 2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  4 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  4 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth.  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations  3 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  26  24 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  3 

All  Other  Accidents  3 3 

Suicide  2 1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  — — • 
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HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Services 

All  Laboratory  Examinations  necessary  for  the  Public  1 lealth 
Services  are  carried  out  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

These  are  : — 

(a)  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examinations  in  relation  to 
the  control  of  Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases  in 
general. 

(/;)  Bacteriological  and  or  Chemical  examinations  of : — 

1.  Milk. 

2.  Drinking  Water. 

3.  Sewage. 

(r)  Any  other  examinations  which  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
such  as  examinations  of  foodstuffs  other  than  milk. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ambulance  service  is  now  under  the  County  Council.  For 
this  ana  the  main  station  is  at  T reforest  : Telephone  No.  'Faffs  Well 
211.  Sub-Stations  are  at  Tonyrefail,  Gilfach  Goch  and  Llantrisant. 

In  case  of  accident  or  emergency,  a local  ambulance  can  be  pro- 
cured, otherwise  the  T reforest  Station  must  be  communicated  with. 
Flic  ambulance  officer  is  Mr.  G.  E.  Austin. 

Hospitals 

The  Hospitals  which  accommodate  patients  from  this  area  are 
( <i ) General 

(1)  Church  Village  General  Hospital. 

(2)  Llwynypia  Hospital. 

(3)  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary. 

(4)  Whitchurch  Hospital. 

(5)  The  Graig  Hospital,  Pontypridd. 

((>)  Subsidiary  Hospitals,  such  as  Pontypridd  Cottage  Hospital. 

(/>)  Infectious  Diseases 

Generally  patients  are  sent  to  Tyntyla  Hospital,  Pentre,  Rhondda, 
and  occasionally  to  other  infectious  diseases  hospitals. 

(<:)  TUBERCUL08IS  HOSPITALS 

There  is  no  definite  hospital  allocated. 

(d)  Mental  Hospitals 

Usually  Bridgend  and  Whitchurch. 

All  these  hospitals  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

These  duties  are  still  carried  out  under  this  Authority,  but  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  this  area  must  be  notified  within  48  hours 
of  all  notifiable  diseases  occurring  in  this  area  for  which  a fee  is  paid  by 
the  County  Council. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  more  than  last 
year,  being  488  compared  with  264  for  1949.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  a decrease  of  Whooping  Cough 
notified  this  year,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 

Sonne  Dysentery 

There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  50  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified;  29  from  the 
Tonyrefail  district,  3 from  Gilfach  Goch,  14  from  the  Llantrisant  and 
4 from  the  Llantwit  Fardre  areas. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  six  cases  notified  which  proved  to  be  not  true  cases. 
This  shows  the  value  of  continued  immunisation  during  the  years 
against  this  dread  disease. 

Erysipelas 

There  were  five  cases  notified  : two  in  the  Town  Ward,  two  in 

the  Tonyrefail  and  one  in  the  Gilfach  Goch  wards. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  was  one  case  notified;  this  was  in  Llantrisant. 


Whooping  Cough 

There  were  55  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified;  6 from  the 
Town  ward,  23  from  the  Llantwit  Fardre  ward,  17  from  Tonyrefail  and 
9 from  the  Gilfach  Goch  wards. 


Pneumonia 

There  were  9 cases  of  Pneumonia  notified;  2 from  the  Tonyrefail 
ward,  4 from  the  Town  and  3 from  the  Llantwit  Fardre  wards. 


Measles 

There  were  353  cases  of  Measles  notified;  1 1 from  Gilfach  Goch, 
124  from  the  TownWard, 95  from  Tonyrefail  and  123  from  the  Llantwit 
Fardre  wards. 


Food  Poisoning 

There  was  one  case  notified  in  the  Town  ward. 


Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid 

There  was  one  case  notified  in  the  Town  ward. 


Poliomyelitis 

There  were  five  cases  of  poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  notified; 
two  cases  came  from  the  Gilfach  Goch  ward;  and  one  from  the 
Tonyrefail  ward;  two  from  the  Llantrisant  and  Llantwit  Fardre 
wards.  Out  of  these  two  were  paralytic  cases. 


Ccrebro-spinal  Fever 

There  was  one  case  notified  from  Tonyrefail  which  on  investigation 
proved  to  be  a T.H.  Meningitis. 


CANCER 


Deaths  from  Cancer  were  41  compared  with  45  for  the  previous 
year.  The  organs  affected  according  to  the  classification  of  the 
Registrar-General  were  : 


Mule 

Stomach  5 

Lung,  Bronchus  7 

All  other  sites  10 

22 


Female 


Stomach  5 

Breast  2 

Uterus  2 

All  other  sites  10 


19 


16 


NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  Than  Tuberculosis)  in  Age  Groups) 


Disease 

Under 
1 Yr. 

1-5 

Yrs. 

5-10 

Yrs. 

10- 

15 

Yrs. 

15- 

25 

Yrs. 

25- 

35 

Yrs. 

35- 

45 

Yrs. 

45- 

55 

Yrs. 

55 

Yrs. 

and 

Over 

Total 

Scarlatina 

— 

9 

33 

5 

3 

— 

— 





50 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Measles 

Whooping 

26 

194 

121 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

353 

Cough 

Puerperal 

7 

38 

10 

55 

Pyrexia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

9 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Neonatorium 

Small  Pox 
Acute  Polio- 

myelitis  .... 
Cerebro-spinal 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

Lethargies  .... 
Vincents’ 

Angina 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Para-typhoid 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

37 

249 

166 

16 

6 

3 

3 

5 

3 

487 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

No. 

Notified 

No.  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlatina 

50 

19 

— 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

— 

Measles 

353 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

54 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pvrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

5 

5 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  

1 

1 

— • 

Pertussis  

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— 

487 

17 

39 

1 

TUBERCULSOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 

year  shows  an  increase, 

being  69  against  56  for  1949. 

They  were  classified  as  follows  : 

— 

Male 

Female  Totals 

Pulmonary 

25 

33 

58 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

6 

11 

30 

39 

69 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

in  Each  Ward 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

Tonyrefai! 

16 

5 

21 

Gilfach  Goch 

9 

2 

11 

' 1'own  Ward 

30 

2 

32 

Llantwit  Fardre 

3 

2 

5 

58 

11 

69 

New  Cases 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Under  1 

, 

1 



1—  5 

2 

— 

1 

2 

5—15 

2 

5 

1 

1 

15—25 

5 

1 1 

— 

— 

25—35 

7 

13 

2 

1 

35 — 45 

2 

2 

— 

1 

45—55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

55—65 

2 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  over 

3 

— 

— 

— 

25 

33 

5 

6 

The  number  on  our  registers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  488 — 219.  The  great  difference 
seen  here  is  due  to  a periodic  revision  of  the  register.  Quarterly 
returns  are  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  on  the  state  of 
tuberculosis. 

The  deaths  number  14  against  14  for  1949;  4 males  and  8 females 
died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  one  male  and  one  female  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Of  the  69  cases  notified  during  the  year, 
19  were  admitted  to  hospitals  or  sanatoria  for  treatment. 
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The  three  main  causes  of  incidence  of  tuberculosis  are  : — 

(a)  Close  and  continuous  contact  with  an  “open”  case. 

(b)  Deficient  Housing,  which  is  closely  allied  to  (a)  and 

(r)  Diet,  which  is  closely  related  to  the  wage  earning  capacity, 
also  to  the  problem  of  clean  milk;  and  also  to  the  habits 
of  the  people. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Surveyor 
to  the  Council  : — 

Taf  Fechan  Water  Supply 

1'he  Parish  of  Llantwit  Fardre  is  supplied  from  this  source  and 
also  the  following  districts  within  the  parish  of  Llantrisant,  viz.  : 
Llantrisant  Town,  Penycoedcae,  Cross  Inn  Road,  Mwyndy  and 
Croesfaen. 

An  amply  supply  is  available  from  this  source  and  in  addition 
to  the  districts  normally  supplied,  the  following  districts  are  also 
supplied  during  long  periods  of  dry  weather,  when  the  supply  from  the 
Council’s  own  water  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  consumption,  namely, 
part  of  Tonyrefail,  Talbot  Green,  Pontyclun,  Brynsadler,  Miskin, 
Cross  Inn  and  Rhiwsaeson. 

The  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  at  the  source  by  the  Water 
Board  and  action  is  also  taken,  at  source,  to  counteract  the  action  of  the 
water  on  lead. 

The  Council  used  to  insist  that  all  service  pipes  were  to  be  either 
iron  or  lead  with  tin  lining,  in  order  to  counteract  the  plumbo-solvency 
of  the  various  supplies,  and  for  the  last  20  years  or  so  the  Council  has 
insisted  on  all  service  pipes  being  of  copper.  The  majority  of  the  old 
service  pipes  being  tin  lined  lead  or  iron  have  now  been  replaced  with 
copper  piping,  and  there  is  no  risk  of  contamination  of  supplies  from 
the  various  sources  by  plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water.  Periodical 
bacteriological  analysis  of  the  water  is  made  and  the  results  are  found 
to  be  very  satisfactory. 


Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board  Supply 

The  districts  of  Trebanog,  Edmondestown,  Penrhiwfer,  part  of 
Gilfach  Goch  and  higher  parts  of  Tonyrefail  are  supplied  from  this 
source. 
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During  long  spells  of  dry  weather  when  the  supply  from  the 
Council’s  own  sources  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  consumption,  extra 
supply  has  to  be  taken  from  this  source  to  provide  for  additional 
districts  in  Tonyrefail  and  Gilfach  Goch.  Difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  the  past  in  providing  a sufficient  supply  to  meet  the  extra 
consumption  when  additional  areas  are  supplied,  owing  to  the 
inadequate  size  of  the  Board’s  main  supplying  storage  reservoir  from 
which  the  Council  obtains  the  supply.  It  has  been  found  necessary 
therefore,  to  give  an  intermittent  supply  to  certain  parts  of  the  district 
supplied  from  this  source  on  occasions  when  the  consumption  had  been 
approximately  50,000  gallons  per  day  above  the  normal. 

The  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  at  the  source,  also  treated  to 
counteract  its  plumbo-solvent  action.  No  lead  piping  is  allowed, 
however,  all  services  are  either  copper,  tin-lined  iron  or  few  tin-lined 
lead. 

Llanilid  Supply 

This  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  and  upland  gathering  ground. 
The  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  periodical  bacteriological 
analysis  of  the  water  are  made  and  results  are  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  districts  arc  normally  supplied  from  this  source  : 
major  parts  of  Tonyrefail,  Talbot  Green,  Pontyclun,  Brynsadler, 
Miskin  and  Pantyquesta.  During  periods  of  long  dry  spells  the 
supply  from  this  source  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand  and  parts 
of  the  district  normally  supplied  are  fed  from  Taf  Fechan  supply, 
thus  a constant  supply  is  maintained. 

All  service  pipes  are  of  copper  with  the  exception  of  a few  tin-lined 
iron  and  tin-lined  lead,  which  were  in  existence  prior  to  the  introduction 
of  copper  piping  in  the  district.  The  risk  of  contamination  of  the 
water  by  plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water  is  therefore  eliminated. 

Maendy  Supply 

This  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  and  serves  a part  of  Gilfach 
Goch.  During  long  periods  of  dry  weather  the  supply  is  augmented 
by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board  and  a constant 
supply  is  maintained. 

Tydu  Supply 

Obtained  from  springs  and  augmented  during  periods  of  drought 
by  the  Llanilid  or  Taf  Fechan  supplies.  The  number  of  houses 
supplied  is  ten.  The  water  is  not  chlorinated  and  periodical  bacterio- 
logical analysis  shows  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  good. 

The  water  is  fairly  hard  so  there  is  no  risk  of  contamination  by 
plumbo-solvent  action. 
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Cross  Inn  Supply 

This  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  and  is  augmented  during  long 
periods  of  dry  weather  by  the  Taf  Fechan  supply.  The  districts 
served  are  the  villages  of  Cross  Inn  and  Rhiwsaeson,  comprising 
approximately  60  houses.  The  water  is  not  chlorinated  but  bacterio- 
logical analysis  show  that  the  quality  is  satisfactory. 

Fair  View  (Gilfach  Goch)  Supply 

This  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  and  feeds  the  northern  part 
of  Gilfach  Goch.  During  long  periods  of  dry  weather  the  supply  is 
augmented  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board.  The 
water  is  not  chlorinated  nor  filtered. 

Number  of  Houses  Supplied  with  Water 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district,  including  isolated 
farms,  is  approximately  6,464. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  without  a piped  supply  from  the  main 
is  approximately  53. 

The  approximate  number  of  farms  without  a piped  supply  of 
water  is  65,  practically  all  of  which  are  in  isolated  positions  and  consider- 
able distances  from  existing  mains. 

Percentage  of  houses  without  a piped  supply  is  approximately 
0.81  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  in  the  district,  including  isolated 
farms. 

The  estimated  present  population  of  the  district  is  25,510  and  it  is 
estimated  that  99.1  per  cent,  of  the  population  is  supplied  by  water 
direct  from  the  main. 

Undertakings 

Number  of  Houses  Completed 

Council 139.  This  makes  a total  of  617  permanent 

houses  completed  post-war  and  100  tem- 
porary houses. 

Private  Enterprise  3.  This  makes  a total  of  31. 

Number  of  Houses  under  Construction 

33  at  Penycoedcae  Road,  Beddau. 

12  at  Tynybryn  Road,  Tonyrefail. 

10  at  Gilfach  Road,  Tonyrefail. 

62  at  School  Street,  Tonyrefail. 

Water  mains  and  Sewers  were  laid  for  the  above  sites. 

Number  of  Private  Enterprise  houses  under  construction,  four. 

Two  Police  Houses  were  completed  during  the  year  making  a 
total  of  four. 

Five  farms  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  water  main  and  eleven 
houses  connected  in  addition  to  new  houses. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Bacteriological 

Date  Address  Result 

25/  2 50  Tap  50  High  Street,  Giltach  Goch  Satisfactory 

23  3 50  Taf  Fechan  Supply  Satisfactory 

23  3 50  Cross  Inn  Supply  Satisfactory 

29  6/50  19  Edmondestown  Rd.,  Edmondestown  Satisfactory 

27/10/50  Tynvbryn  Stores  Tonyrefail  Satisfactory 

23  /11  50  59  Edmondestown  Road,  Edmondestown  Satisfactory 

6 12  50  Lawn  Farm,  Tonyrefail  Satisfactory 

28/12/50  27  Greenmeadow  Terrace,  Penrhiwfer  Satisfactory 

Chemical 

27  2 50  50  High  Street,  Gilfach  Goch  Satisfactory 

17  4 50  Maendy  Meter  Chamber,  Tonteg Satisfactory 

3 7/50  19  Edmondestown  Road,  Edmondestown  Satisfactory 
30/10/50  Tynybryn  Stores,  Tonyrefail  Satisfactory 

2 11  50  Storage  Tank,  Cross  Inn  Satisfactory 

3 10  50  Arosfa,  Talbot  Roqd,  Llantrisant  .....  Satisfactory 

27  1 I 50  59  Edmondestown  Road,  Edmondestown Satisfactory 

23  12  50  27  Greenmeadow  Terrace,  Penrhiwfer  Satisfactory 


Examination  of  Water  Supplies  at  Source 

(«)  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board  : the  Engineering 
chief  officer  continues  to  let  me  have  chemical  and  bacteriological 
reports  of  these  water  supplies. 

(/>)  Taf  Fechan,  the  Engineering  Chief  of  this  concern  has  never 
given  me  reports  on  Water  supplies. 


SEWAGE  EFFLUENTS 

The  total  number  of  samples  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Cardiff,  showed  : 

Mishin  Rhiwsaeson  Duffrynlsaf  Totals 

Efficient  Purification 
Fairly  Efficient  Purification 

Satisfactory  

Fairly  Satisfactory 
Moderate  Quality 
I nefficient  Purification 
Unsatisfactory 


10  10  10  30 
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REPORT  OF 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  W.  R.  WILLIAMS 
FOR  YEAR  1950 

Housing 

Housing  has  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  Council’s  activities 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  likely  to  remain  a major  problem  for  some 
years  to  come. 

Although  the  Council  has  a fine  record  in  its  efforts  to  provide  new 
houses,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  provision  of  new  houses  is  not  of  itself 
sufficient.  It  should  be  accompanied  as  far  as  possible  by  the  removal 
of  old  insanitary  houses  which  cannot  be  made  fit  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Some  steps  have  been  taken  in  this  direction  and  a number  of 
demolition  orders  have  been  made  since  the  end  of  the  war,  but 
unfortunately  some  of  these  condemned  houses  are  still  occupied.  This 
is  most  regrettable  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future  greater  priority 
will  be  given  to  the  occupiers  of  such  houses. 

In  the  past  there  has,  perhaps,  been  insufficient  co-ordination 
between  the  building  of  new  houses  and  the  demolition  of  old  ones, 
and  I would  suggest  that  in  future  a proportion  (say  10  per  cent.)  of  all 
houses  which  the  Council  propose  building  should  be  earmarked  for 
families  living  in  unfit  houses  scheduled  for  early  consideration  under 
sections  11  or  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  building  programme 
for  each  year  would  then  automatically  determine  the  number  of  unfit 
houses  which  could  effectively  be  dealt  with  during  the  same  period, 
and  such  a scheme  would  greatly  reduce  the  time-lag  between  the 
making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  and  the  rehousing  of  the 
families  concerned. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Although  the  sewerage  system  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements 
for  most  parts  of  the  district  are  generally  satisfactory,  there  are  other 
parts  where  arrangements  are  crude  and  definitely  unsatisfactory. 

Conditions  are  particularly  unsatisfactory  at  Cross  Inn  where  there 
are  open  sewage  gutters  less  than  a hundred  yards  from  some  of  the 
houses.  There  are  two  such  gutters  which  eventually  discharge  their 
pollution  into  a stream  much  used  for  bathing  during  the  summer 
months. 

Suitable  sewage  disposal  facilities  for  the  village  are  long  overdue 
and  should  be  given  early  and  serious  consideration.  The  existing 
conditions  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  any  longer. 
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Improvements  are  also  necessary  at  Upper  Church  Village, 
Croesfaen,  Mwyndy,  Talygarn  and  Castellymwnws. 

At  Croesfaen  and  Talygarn  many  houses  have  been  built  in  recent 
years  with  drains  connected  to  cesspools.  These  houses  have  mains 
water  supply,  bathrooms,  water-closets  and  other  modern  conveniences 
w hich  tend  to  increase  the  amount  of  waste  water  and  drainage  to  be 
dealt  with.  In  such  cases  cesspools  are  not  entirely  satisfactory 
and  sewers  should  be  substituted  as  soon  as  possible.  Here  1 would 
point  out  that  the  number  of  cesspools  in  the  area  to-day  is  greater 
than  it  was  twenty  years  ago. 


Rodent  Control 

For  part  of  the  year  two  men  were  employed  on  the  work  of  rodent 
control,  but  one  who  w as  appointed  on  a temporary  basis  left  in  August 
and  has  not  been  replaced. 

Sewers  in  the  District  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  at 
approximately  six-monthly  intervals  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  refuse 
tips  and  other  surface  properties  belonging  to  the  Council  were  baited 
periodically  as  required.  As  in  previous  years  private  dwellings  were 
treated  free  of  charge,  but  where  business  premises  were  done  the  cost 
was  charged  to  the  occupiers.  The  method  of  pre-baiting  followed  by 
poisoning  was  followed,  the  bait  base  and  poison  being  changed  after 
each  treatment. 

Kxperience  lias  shown  that  certain  sections  of  the  sewers  have  been 
consistently  free  of  rats,  and  in  these  cases  test  baiting  only  was  carried 
out. 


In  the  last  annual  report  I drew  attention  to  the  high  cost  of  the 
present  system  of  pre-baiting  for  several  days  before  poisoning  and 
suggested  that  efforts  should  be  made  to  develop  less  costly  methods  of 
control.  This,  1 understand,  is  now  being  done  and  experiments 
carried  out  by  the  Ministry's  technical  officers  show  promsing  results. 


Milk  Supplies 

Samples  of  milk  retailed  in  the  area  are  taken  regularly  for  examina- 
tion at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  and  during  the  year 
22  samples  of  ungraded  milk  and  29  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted 
for  examination.  Two  of  the  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  reported 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  They  were,  however,  only  slightly  below  the 
standard  prescribed  for  accredited  milk. 
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Six  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle 
organisms  with  negative  results. 

The  amount  of  ungraded  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  relatively 
small.  Most  of  the  milk  sold  here  is  either  pasteurised  or  T.T. 
(pasteurised).  There  has,  in  fact,  been  such  a tremendous  increase  in 
the  retail  of  Tuberculin  tested  milk  during  the  last  twelve  months  or  so 
that  one  wonders  where  it  has  all  come  from  so  suddenly,  and  whether 
effective  steps  are  being  taken  to  ensure  that  the  whole  of  the  milk  sold 
under  this  designation  is  actually  from  tuberculin  tested  herds. 
Ordinary  pasteurised  milk  could  very  easily  be  substituted  for  T.T. 
(pasteurised)  with  little  fear  of  detection  after  the  milk  has  been  bottled. 
There  is  no  method  of  testing  which  will  distinguish  one  grade  from  the 
other,  but  periodical  checks  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  milk  produced 
by  tuberculin  tested  herds  on  the  one  hand  and  of  the  quantity  sold  on 
retail  sales  on  the  other  would  give  some  indication  of  the  position. 


Ice  Cream  Samples 


There  were  14  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  with  the  results  given 


below'  :■ — 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III  Grade  IV 

Satisfactory 

Fair 

Satisfactory  Very  Unsatisfactory 

4 

9 

1 — 

Water  Supplies 

Of  the  21  samples  of  water  taken  for  examination  during  the  year 
20  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  The  bacteriological  quality  of  the 
other  sample  was  unsatisfactory.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  water  mains  had  been  scraped  shortly  before  the  sample  was 
taken.  Steps  were  taken  to  effect  an  improvement  and  after  the  mains 
had  been  washed  out  a subsequent  sample  proved  satisfactory. 

Three  houses  which  had  previously  obtained  water  from  wells 
were  connected  to  the  Council’s  mains,  and  water  was  laid  on  to  four 
houses  which  had  previously  shared  one  external  tap. 

All  built-up  parts  of  the  area  have  piped  supplies  of  water,  only 
farms  and  a few  isolated  houses  being  without  such  supplies. 
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Summary  of  Visits  etc.,  made  during  the  Year 

Number  of  Housing  Inspections  made  4<S3 

Number  of  Houses  Repaired  : — 

As  a result  of  informal  action  97 

After  service  of  Statutory  Notices  25 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Investigated  43 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  52 

Number  of  Schools  Disinfected  1 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  Water  Mains  3 

Number  ot  Houses  provided  with  New  Sanitary  Accommodation  4 

Number  of  Cesspools  Emptied  51 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories,  etc 112 

Number  of  visits  to  Bakeries  26 

Number  of  Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  examination  51 

Number  of  Samples  of  Ice-cream  taken  for  examination  ....  14 

Number  of  Samples  of  Water  taken  for  examination  21 

Approximate  amounts  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unlit  for  human 
consumption  : 

Canned  and  Preserved  Foods  7<S7  lbs. 

Meat  and  Bacon  154  lbs. 

Butter  and  Cheese  20  lbs. 

Kggs  6 doz. 

Fish  112  lbs. 

Number  of  Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  area  9 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  area  ‘10 
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REPORT  OF 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  TONYREFAIL  AND  GILFACH 

GOCH  WARDS  (J.  G.  C.  SHORT)  FOR  1950 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 466 

Record  of  Inspections 

Housing : First  Visits  195 

Re-visits  493 

Tents  and  Vans  

Dairies,  etc.  33 

Shops  and  Warehouses  47 

Food  Preparing  Premises  102 

Factories  17 

Bakeries  3 

Rodent  Infestation  16 

Vermin  Infestation  12 

Infectious  Diseases  71 

Drainage,  etc • 60 

Water  Supply  11 

Food  Inspection  23 

Refuse  Disposal  . 58 

Licensed  Premises  31 

Miscellaneous  391 


Total  1,563 


Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

Preliminary  (Informal)  178 

Formal  (Statutory)  42 

220 


Notices  Complied  with  during  the  year 

Preliminary  (Informal)  83 

Formal  (Statutory)  16 

Notices  served  in  1949  5 


104 


Notices  partly  complied  with 

Preliminary  43 

Formal  18 
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Summary  of  House  Repairs  and  Other  Works  carried  out  ,New 
Installations  made,  Nuisances  Abated,  by  Service  of  Notice 


House  Roof,  Chimneys,  Shutings,  etc.,  repaired  69 

Dampness  in  Walls  of  Rooms  rectified  31 

New  Water  Closet  Pans,  Flush  Tanks,  etc.,  installed  28 

New  Water  Closets  built  3 

House  Walls  affected  by  subsidence  taken  down  and  rebuilt  10 

Floors  Re-laid  or  Repaired  13 

Windows,  Doors,  Stairs,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  31 

Internal  Wall  and  Ceiling  Plastering  restored  39 

External  Cement  rendering  restored  or  renewed  9 

Fire  Grates,  Flues,  Ovens,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  1 1 

Defective  Drainage  Repaired,  Cleansed,  Re-laid  30 

New  Wash-up  Sinks  installed  1 

Water  Services  Repaired  1 

Yard  Paving  Re-laid  5 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  matter  removed  6 

Structural  Repairs,  Alterations,  Cleansing  of  Shops 2 

Flooding  of  Premises  prevented  1 

Others  19 


HOUSING 

Action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

A recommendation  was  made  to  the  Council  that  action  be  taken 
to  apply  a Closing  Order  to  certain  rooms  at  Mountain  Cottage, 
Kdmondestown,  which  were  unfit  for  habitation. 

Housing  Survey 

No  further  action  in  connection  with  the  Survey  was  undertaken 
during  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  1949 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Housing  Circumstances 

The  erection  of  a large  number  of  new  Council  Houses  in  the 
years  subsequent  to  the  war  of  1939-45  has  been  a great  blessing  to 
many  families  previously  badly  housed.  Many  families,  however, 
remain  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary  homes  and  although  the  erection 
of  new  houses  continues,  great  leeway  has  to  be  made  up.  It  is 
apparent  now  that  a great,  but  at  that  time,  concealed  housing  shortage 
existed  long  before  World  War  II.  At  that  time  few  young  couples 
at  marriage  were  able  to  afford  a home  of  their  own  owing  to  mass 
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unemployment,  or  low  wages.  With  the  reduced  unemployment 
and  higher  wages  of  the  post-war  period  more  young  married  people 
demand  their  own  house. 

The  erection  and  occupation  of  hundreds  of  new  Council  Houses 
of  widely  differing  types  has  created  a contrast  with  existing  tenanted 
houses  most  of  which  are  in  varying  degrees  of  dilapidation.  The 
constantly  increasing  costs  of  materials  and  maintenance  discourages 
owners  from  undertaking  periodical  maintenance  and  many  prefer  to 
dispose  of  them  rather  than  continue  to  incur  the  liability  which  they 
represent  since  there  appears  no  likelihood  of  legislation  to  permit  a 
regulated  increase  of  rents  whichare  still  at  1939  level. 

The  shortcomings  of  unconventional  house  construction  are 
becoming  evident  after  some  years  of  occupation.  Certain  types  of 
prefabricated  bungalow  have  been  shown  to  be  prone  to  condensation 
dampness  although  this  tendency  can  be  minimised  by  intelligent 
control  of  ventilation.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  average  person 
prefers  to  risk  almost  anything  rather  than  the  possibility  of  a draught 
and  so  all  ventilators  are  closed,  the  humidity  of  the  air  in  the  bedrooms 
increases  throughout  the  night  and  in  the  morning  windows  and  walls 
are  streaming  with  condensed  moisture  from  the  breath  of  the  occupants. 
The  bedrooms  of  prefabs  being  without  the  fireplace  and  chimney  flue 
which  provide  ventilation  in  the  average  house,  and  having  less 
absorbent  walls,  must  be  constantly  ventilated  if  condensation  troubles 
are  to  be  avoided. 


Tents  and  Vans 

During  the  year  no  problem  arose  from  gypsy  vans.  This  was  in 
marked  contrast  to  1949  when  42  inspections  of  such  vans  were  made. 

The  adoption  by  the  County  Council  of  a byelaw  making  it  an 
offence  for  any  gypsy,  squatter  or  other  such  person  dwelling  in  a tent, 
van,  etc.,  to  occupy  land  within  300  yards  of  any  dwelling  house  so  as 
to  cause  injury,  disturbance  or  annoyance  to  the  inmates  of  such  house 
after  having  been  requested  to  depart  by  any  inmate  of  the  house,  or 
by  his  servants,  or  by  any  constable  on  his  behalf,  probably  had  some 
influence  in  this  matter. 


Supervision  of  Milk  Supplies 

Supervision  of  the  local  milk  supply  was  maintained  by  periodical 
inspection  and  sampling  of  locally  produced  and  “imported”  milk. 
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The  general  supply  is  now  largely  of  graded  milk,  principally 
pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested  (pasteurised)  and  relatively  little 
ungraded  or  “raw”  milk  is  sold. 

It  was  necessary  for  a report  on  insanitary  conditions  -at  a dairy- 
man’s premises  to  be  made  to  the  Committee  in  one  instance.  The 
offender  was  interviewed  by  the  Committee  and  warned.  He  under- 
took to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  a suitable  dairy  of  approved 
design. 

The  general  milk  supply  was  not  implicated  in  any  cases,  of 
infectious  disease  which  occurred  during  the  year  and  no  complaints 
from  consumers  were  received. 

Results  of  Milk  Samples 

Pasteurised' Milk  10  Satisfactory  Nil  Unsatisfactory 

Ungraded  Milk  6 Satisfactory  Nil  Unsatisfactory 

Samples  examined  for  tubercle 

organisms  2 Negative  Nil  Positive 


Supervision  of  the  Production,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream 


Close  attention  was  given  to  this  matter  during  the  year  and 
sampling  operations  were  intensified,  more  than  twice  as  many  samples 
being  taken  as  in  l()4(h  The  results  are  given  below. 

tirade  / tirade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

Satisfactory  Fair  I Unsatisfactory  Very  Unsatisfactory 

22  2 2 2 

Total  examined  2X 


Thirty-three  samples  were  taken  in  all,  but  five  were  not  examined 
owing  to  a breakdown  of  apparatus  at  the  laboratory. 

This  is  a very  gratifying  result  when  the  bad  results  of  previous 
years  arc  considered  and  fully  justified  the  attention  devoted  to  ice- 
cream. Those  manufacturers  whose  premises  are  within  the  district 
are  all  properly  equipped  with  heat  treatment  apparatus. 


Samples  are  graded  as  follows  : — 

If  samples  are  not  decolourised  in  4 hours  =Grade  I 

If  sample  is  not  decolourised  in  2£-4  hours  —Grade  II 

If  sample  is  not  decolourised  in  ),-2  hours  =Grade  III 

If  sample  is  not  decolourised  in  0-i  hour  =Grade  IV 
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The  registration  of  one  premises  and  occupier  which  had  previously 
been  cancelled  on  account  of  inadequate  equipment  and  a succession 
of  bad  samples  was  restored  for  the  retail  sale  of  ready-made  ice-cream 
only.  Manufacture  was  not  permitted.  The  period  of  suspension 
and  the  conditional  re-registration  appeared  to  be  effective,  as  sub- 
sequent samples  have  been  satisfactory  and  equipment  and  methods 
are  much  improved. 

Two  persons  were  discovered  to  be  selling  ice-cream  without 
being  registered  with  the  Authority.  One  discontinued  finally  when 
informed  of  the  requirements  and  the  other  gave  up  temporarily, 
made  the  requisite  installations  and  was  duly  registered. 

Several  ice-cream  retailing  vans  coming  into  the  district  were 
found  to  be  inadequately  equipped  and  warnings  were  issued  against  a 
repetition.  Vans  owned  by  the  larger  manufacturers  were  properly 
equipped. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Meat  and  food  inspection  duties  were  performed  as  usual  and  a 
quantity  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  (see  list  below). 

There  was  one  instance  of  mite-infestation  of  a proprietary  custard 
powder.  All  the  affected  stock  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

A member  of  the  Public  submitted  for  examination  a Swiss-roll 
bought  at  a local  shop  in  which  was  found,  when  eaten,  a large  piece  of 
broken  glass.  Fortunately,  no  injury  was  caused  although  there  might 
have  been  serious  consequences.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
manufacturers  who  were  quite  unable  to  account  for  it  and  offered  the 
fullest  co-operation  in  an  endeavour  to  find  the  source  of  the  glass  and 
prevent  a recurrence.  The  facts  were  reported  to  the  Committee  and 
a warning  sent  to  the  manufacturers  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

List  of  Unfit  Foodstuffs  Surrendered 


Canned  Meat 

79  lbs. 

Milk 

12  lbs. 

,,  Vegetables 

'll  lb?. 

,,  Fruit 

32  lbs. 

Jam 

25  lbs. 

Home-killed  Beef 

282  lbs. 

Bacon 

7U  lbs. 

512*  lbs. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

Disposal  of  Sewage  from  Llantrisant  Road,  Tonyrefaii. 

The  unsatisfactory  circumstances  relating  to  the  disposal  of  sewage 
from  numbers  2-52,  Llantrisant  Road,  Tonyrefaii,  were  described  in 
detail  in  the  1949  Annual  Report.  The  same  circumstances,  viz.,  the 
discharge  of  untreated  sewage  in  a field  about  50  yards  from  the  houses 
concerned,  with  all  the  attendant  nuisance  and  potential  dangers,  still 
exist  unchanged  at  the  present  time. 


Food  Hygiene 

Some  progress  in  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  with  hot  and 
cold  water  for  assistants  was  made  in  the  larger  shops  and  also  in  the 
smaller  shops  which  have  become  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 
In  other  shops  where  food  is  handled  the  proper  facilities  are  often  not 
satisfactory  and  a good  deal  of  attention  will  need  to  be  given  in  order 
that  an  adequate  improvement  may  be  effected. 

A film  show  and  talk  to  food  handlers  was  arranged  in  a lecture 
room  at  the  Church  Village  Hospital,  but  no  further  publicity  measures 
have  been  undertaken  owing  to  pressure  of  routine  work. 

l’he  new  food  handling  byelaws  are  expected  to  be  in  operation  in 
the  district  shortly. 


Rodent  Control 

( )nc  of  the  Council’s  two  rodent  operators  resigned  during  the  year 
and  was  not  replaced.  'The  remaining  operator  works  the  north  and 
south  halves  of  the  Rural  District  alternately. 

The  sewers  are  treated  twice  yearly  and  private  and  business 
premises  as  the  need  arises.  The  rat  population  appears  to  be  at  a 
satisfactorily  low  level. 


Infectious  Diseases 

% 

With  the  exception  of  a minor  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  infectious  diseases  were  unobtrusive.  The  incidence  of 
infantile  paralysis  which  had  been  unusually  high  in  1949  was  very  low' 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Borough  of  Barry  for  the 
collection  and  steam  disinfection  of  infected  bedding  during  the  year, 


32 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  Council’s  refuse  collection  system  appears  to  operate  very 
satisfactorily  in  the  Tonyrefail  and  Gilfach  Goch  wards,  with  modern 
vehicles  and  frequent  collections.  Unfortunately,  many  householders 
are  not  co-operating  and  persist  in  scattering  household  refuse  in  local 
streams,  on  hill  slopes,  open  ground  in  gardens  and  such  places.  While 
there  may  have  been  some  reason  for  such  behaviour  prior  to  the 
re-organisation  of  the  system  with  the  institution  of  a direct  labour 
scheme  and  a daily  collection  there  is  no  longer  any  vestige  of  excuse 
for  such  irresponsible  behaviour. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  impress  upon  the  public  the  evils  of 
this  objectionable  habit,  by  word  of  mouth,  the  sending  of  warning 
notices  and  the  erection  of  numerous  notice  boards  at  appropriate 
points.  All  this  is  having  some  good  effect,  but  progress  is  dis- 
appointingly slow  and  one  feels  regret  that  there  is  no  legal  provision  in 
force  in  the  district  making  it  an  offence  to  deposit  household  refuse 
anywhere  but  in  a receptacle  provided  for  the  purpose. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  after  collection  gives  rise  to  additional 
problems.  Even  in  a rural  district  it  is  difficult  to  find  sites  where 
ordinary  tipping  can  be  carried  on  without  nuisance.  Ordinary  tipping 
usually  encourages  rat  breeding,  causes  nuisance  from  offensive  smells, 
the  scattering  of  waste  paper  and  dust  on  strong  winds  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  amenity  by  its  unsightliness.  The  covering  of  each  day’s 
tipping  by  boiler  clinker  and  progressive  raking  and  burying  of  tins  and 
papers  as  is  being  so  satisfactorily  done  in  the  tipping  and  levelling 
operations  in  Tynybryn  Meadow,  ought  tobe  performed  where  possible 
on  every  tipping  site. 

It  is  difficult  to  reprove  persons  for  indiscriminate  refuse  dumping 
if  the  Council  are  doing  a very  similar  thing  at  other  points  in  the 
district. 

Water  Supplies 

Twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  to 
the  Public  Analyst. 

• 

The  purity  of  the  public  supply  was  well  maintained  and  owing  to 
the  high  level  of  rainfall  throughout  the  year  there  was  no  danger  of  any 
water  shortage. 

The  analyst’s  report  on  a typical  sample  of  the  public  supply  is 
appended. 

Tap,  Tynybryn  Stores,  Tonyrefail 

Chemical  Analysis A soft  neutral  water,  chemical  analysis  indicated 

the  sample  to  be  of  good  organic  quality 
but  the  figure  for  colour  is  high. 
Bacteriological  Report  Satisfactory. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1950  AND 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Birth  Rate,  Death,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year,  1950 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937. 


PARI'  VIII  OF  THE  ACT— OUTWORK— (SECTIONS  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  III 

Nature  of  Work 

No  of  | 

outworkers 

in 

August 

_ .. 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
apply  lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un- 
wholesome 
presmises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Making,  etc. 

Wearing 

Apparel  Cleaning  and  washing 

29 

. 

Household  Linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

' 

Curtainsand  furniture  ha  ngings 

Furniture  and  upholster} 

Electro-plate 

File  Making 

Brass  and  Brass  articles 

Fur  Pulling 

Iron  &SteclAnchors  &Grapncls 

Iron  and  Steel  Cables  and  Chains 

Cart  Gear 

Locks,  Latches  and  Keys 

Umbicllas,  etc.  . . 

Artificial  Flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  Tennis  Bnlls 

i 

Paper  Bags 

1 

i 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or  partially  of 
Paper  . . 

Brush  Making  . . 

Pea  Picking 

Feather  Sorting 

Carding,  etc.  of  Buttons,  etc.  . . 

Stuffed  Toys 

Basket  Making 

Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats 

i 

i 

Cosaques,  Christmas  Crackers, 
Christmas  Stockings,  etc. 

Textile  Weaving 

Lampshades 

Total 

29 
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